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MATT H. III. 8. 


| 5 ring forth therefore Fruits meet for N. 
| pentance. 


LL the Duties of Chriſtianity, or to 

ſpeak more properly, all the Conditions 

that God hath required of us Chriſtians 

> in order to our Salvation, may be and 

are in Scripture reduced to theſe Two, Fazth and 
Repentance. . 

It is the latter. of theſe, Repentance, that this 
ſolemn Time of Leut we are now entring, oblt- 
ges us to fix our Thoughts upon : And therefore 

| 1 ſhall now make that the Subject of my Diſ- 
courſe. 8 Th | 
| And here my Buſineſs ſhall be to endeavour to 
ſettle the Notion of this great Duty, as it is 
made one of the Conditions of our Eternal Sal- 
vation. Fo „ | 
Indeed it cannot but be obſerv'd, that People 
among us are very apt to be miſtaken about this 
Matter; ſome taking that for true Repentance, 
which is not; and others, even very good Peo- 
ple, entertaining great Doubts and Scruples con- 
cerning the Sincerity of their Repentance, when 
there is no Reaſon for m. 
I. ſhall therefore endeavour ſo to explain the 
Doctrine of Repentance, as that neither Bad 
Men may be encouraged to think they ate true 
Penitents, when they are not; nor Good Men diſ- 
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couraged from believing the Sincerity of their 
Repentance, notwithſtanding the manifold Failures 
they apprehend in themſelves, as to the Expreſ- 
ſions of it. 

You ſee J here ſpeak of Repentance, not as of 
ſome ſingle Tranſient Act or Actions, that are 
now and then to be perform'd by a Man upon 
Occaſion : Nor only as it is a Man's firſt Paſſage 
from a Heatheniſh or aWicked Life, to a Chriſtian 
Life; which is that we call a Man's Converſion, 
and in which Senſe it is often taken in the New 
Teſtament. ©. 

But I conſider it as a Habit, a permanent State 
of Life, a Diſpoſition and Qualification of Mind 
and Manners, which a Man muſt poſſeſs himſelf 
of, and continue in, as long as he lives; other- 
wiſe he is not to expect the final Remiſſion of his 


Sins. And hence it is, that the Good, as well as 


the Bad among us, are taught in our Publick Li- 
tzargy, not only every Day to confeſs our Sins, but 
alſo every Day to pray God to grant us true Re- 
pentance. Having premis'd this, I come to the 
Argument : 


. Bring forth therefore Fruits meet for Repentance. 


Theſe are St. John Baptiſt's Words to the Pha- 
riſees that came to his Baptiſm. And from them 
we may gather, what that Nepentance is, that will 
be available for the Forgiveneſs of our Sins, and 
ſecuring us from that Wrath to come, which he 
ſpeaks of in the Verſe before; namely, it muſt 
be ſuch a Repentance as brings forth: worthy 
Fruits: Bring forth. ( ſaith he) Fruits meet for 
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Repentance ; or as the Words may be rendred, 


Bring forth the worthy Fruits of Repentance. 


So that the Evangelical Repentance, which we 


now treat of, conſiſts of Two Parts, or is made 


up of Two Things. The one Inward in our 
Minds, which is that we properly call Repentance, 
( we7zvic ) and that conſiſts in ſuch a Senſe of 
our Sins and Hatred of them, as makes us hear- 
tily ſorry for them, and reſolve to commit em 
no more. And this the Phariſees were preſum'd 
to have, when they came to St. Fohn's Baptiſin. 

The other is Outward, and ſhows it ſelf in our 
Lives; and that conſiſts in the actual forſaking 
thoſe Sins which we ſo reſolv'd againſt, And 
this is that St. Fohn here ſtiles the worthy Fruits of 
Repentance, or Fruits meet for Repentance. 

This is certainly the Account which the Scri- 
pture every where gives of that Repentance 
which God requires of us, in order to the For- 
giveneſs of our Sins: Only with this ſlight Dif- 
terence ; that ſometimes the Inward Contrition 
has the Name of Repentance given to it; and 
the Reformation that follows thereupon, is call'd 
the Fruits of it, as here in my Text; at other 
times, the Reformation in our Lives is call'd by 


the Name of Repentance, and the Inward Sor- 


row and Contrition 1s reckon'd only as a Prepa- 
rative or Diſpoſition towards it; as when St. Paul 
tells us, 2 Cor. 7. 10. that Godly Sorrow worketh 
Repentance. 

Well, but ſay ſome Perſons among us, (who 
yet, as we have Reaſon to believe, are very good 
Chriſtians ). if this be the Notion of true Re- 
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pentance, then are not we in the penitent State: 
For we have neither that Sorrow and Contrition 
for our Sins, which' true Repentance requireth ; 

nor do we bring forth the Fruits of Repentance, 
by reforming our ſelves as to ſeveral particular 
Sins which we have often begg'd Pardon for, and 
teſolvd againſt. Theſe are the Tuo Caſes which 
J ſhall now ſpeak to, and I begin with the Firſt. 

They complain that they have not that Sorrow 
for their Sins, which is ſufficient to denominate 
their Repentance True and Sincere. They can 


muy, 


think of their many Offences and Provocations 


with dry Eyes; and even at thoſe times when 
they ſet themſelves to expreſs Acts of Repentance, 
ad to make Confeſſion of their Sins in a more 
ſolemn Manner: Yet all this is done with ſo much 
Inſenſibility, and ſo little Compunction, that in- 


ſtead of Broten ind Contrite Hearts, which is the 


Sacrifice that God delights in, they come to theſe 
Offices rather with harden'd ones. : 

That which I ſay to this, is this: We are not 
to meaſure the Sincerity of our Contrition, by the 
ſenſible Expreſſions of Grief with. which it is 
ſometimes accompanied ; or to conclude, that ws 


are not ſorry for our Sins as we ought to be, be- 


cauſe we are not put into a Paſſion at the Re- 
membrance of them. 

It is very certain a Man may have a true Senſe 
of his Sins, and a hearty Contrition for em, and 


yet not be able to ſhed a Tear, even when he 


moſt devoutly ſets himſelf to beg God Almighty 's 
Forgiveneſs of 'em. And 'tis very certain on the 
ether Hand, that a Man may weep abundaatly at 


ſome 


vours again 
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ſome Seaſons, when he ſeriouſly reflects upon the 
great Miſcarriages of his Life paſt, and yet not at 
all be truly penitent for 'em. 

The truth is, that Part of Repentance we are 
now ſpeaking of, conſiſts rather in a Hatred of our 
Sins, in a deep rooted Averſion to them, than in 
any tranſient Paſſion of Grief that we can work up 
our ſelves toupon the Remembrance of them. 

Whoever is ſo ſenſible of the infinite Evil of Sin, 


| that he does from his Soul deteſt and abhor it; 


and thereupon reſolves firmly againſt it, and uſes 
hearty Prayers to God to ſubdue it in him by the 
Power of his Holy Spirit, and puts out his whole 
Strength to reſiſt the Temptations of it; ſuch a 
Man 1s a true Penitent. This permanent Hatred of 
Sin, and Reſolutions, and Endeavours againſt it, 
is the Life and Soul of Repentance: And a paſſi- 


onate Grief or Sorrow doth no farther wh. to 


it, than as it is an Expreſſion of that Hatred , or 
1 Means to * thoſe Reſolutions and Endea- 
it. 

But it will be urg'd, Can any Man be truly 
faid to hate his Sins, that is not ſenſibly griev'd 
and troubled that he hath offended God? 

To this I fay, in the Second Place, Whoever is 
really affected with Hatred towards his Sins, can 
hardly avoid the being troubled and afflicted, 
whenever it is his Unhappineſs to offend God in 
any Inſtance ; nay, or when he ſeriouſly reflects 
upon his former Offences. But then theſe Two 
Things are to be remembred: 

Firſt, That there may be an Inward Grief or 
Aftiction 3 in the Mind, tho' the Man that feels it 

| cannot 
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cannot expreſs it in Tears, or other outward pal. 
fions. Theſe are Things that depend wholly up- 
on the Make and Conſtitution of a Man's Body, 
and not at all upon the Senſe of his Mind. Some 
Perſons are of ſuch an eaſy, and flexible, and 
paſſionate Temper, that they can ſhed Tears up- 
on very ſlight Occaſions. Others, tho' they may 
have a more real and permanent Sorrow upon 
their Hearts, yet cannot evidence it in ſuch ways, 
But then, Secondly, As to this Buſineſs of 
Sorrow for Sin, there is a great Conſideration to 
be had of the Nearneſs or Diſtance of the Time 
when the Sins we repent of were committed, 
When a good Man, through his own Careleſs: 


| neſs and Inadvertency, or through the Importu- 


nity of ſome ſtrong Temptation, happens to do 
any thing contrary to his Duty, his Heart will 
preſently ſmite him. As ſoon as ever he reflects 
upon the Action, he will be naturally apt to be 
diſpleas'd at himſelf. And upon his firſt Retire- 


not avoid the expreſſing a great Sorrow and. Com- 
punction for his Sin, and humbly and earneſtly 
addreſſing to the Throne of Grace for the obtain- 

ing Forgiveneſs of it. And indeed, if he be not 
thus ſenſibly concern d and afflicted, when the 
Action is freſh in his Memory and upon his Con- 
ſcience, it is an Argument that he has not that 
Hatred of Sin, which he ought to have; and 
therefore has ſome Reaſon to fuſpect whether he 
be in the State of Repentance. 

But then, for Sins that have been committed a 


good \ while ago, the Conſideration 1 is quite diffe- 
rent 


ment and Examination of his Conſcience, he can- 
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rent. If a Man ſet himſelf to exerciſe Acts of 


Repentance for his Sins in general, or for ſome 

Aarticular Sin that he formerly had been guilty 
of ; in this Caſe it cannot be expected ordinarily, 
that his Grief ſhould be ſo ſenſible, or expreſs it 
ſelf in ſo paſſionate a Manner: For indeed our 


Make and Conſtitution will not admit of it. 


Such is the Contrivance of our Tempers, that 
the Remembrance of a Thing at a Diſtance, tho 
we do endeavour to impreſs it upon our ſelves 
with all the Advantages we can, will hardly ex- 
cite ſo great a Paſſion as the Thing it ſelf did 
when it was preſent. Time wears off the Vio- 
lence and the Impetuoſity of the Paſſions ; tho 
yet the inward Sentiments and Inclinations of the 


Mind, as to thoſe Things that cauſed the Paſſion, 


may be the ſame perpetually. _ 

That which J intend by this Conſideration, is 
this; That it is enough to teſtify the Sincerity of 
our Sorrow for Sin, if we be heartily troubled 
and afflicted, whenever we have newly commit- 
ted any Sin againſt God: But if afterward: that 
Trouble or Grief do wear off, and we cannot 
bring our ſelves to be ſo livelily affected wirh the 
thing after ſome Diſtance of Time, as we were at 
firſt, it is no Argument againſt tlie Sincerity of 
our Repentance; ſuppoſing we continue in the 
ſame Hatred and Abhorrence of the evil Action, 
and in the ſame Reſolutions not to be guilty of it 
any more. 

But enough of this: 1 proceed to the other 


Caſe I mentioned in the Buſineſs of Repentance, 
B and 
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and which indeed has more Difficulty in it, than witt 
that T have now ſpoken to. It is this; gula 

We hear very good People often eomplain, em 
that tho' they are truly ſenſible of ſeveral Sins pra; 
they are guilty of, and are ſorry for them, and and 
do over and over again reſolve againſt them, nay, and 
and daily put up hearty Prayers, that God would I gre: 
give them Grace to overcome them; yet for alt all! 
this they frequently fall into them again; nay, I (© 


and perhaps every Day: Now how can they be 

1 ſaid to be true Penitents, that live after this cell 
Rate? Is it not an eſſential Part of true Repen- it. 
tance to forſake the Sin, as well as to be ſorry | © © 


for it, and to reſolve againſt it > But they do not Vu 
forſake the Sins they reſolve againſt ; and there- 604 
fore they have juſt Reaſon to conclude, that they a. 
are far trom having true Repentance. wil 
This is the Caſe; and there is but one way of to 
coming to a Reſolution of it, and that is by a I 'Y 
particular Enquiry what thoſe Sins are which Þ fn 
theſe Perſons reſolve againſt, and which yet they bel 
cannot, or do not conquer. mY 7 
It is very certain, that in general ſpeaking, IB 
Repentance, as it is propos'd as a Condition of 
Salvation in the Goſpel, doth include in it a for- 
faking of Sin, as well as a Hatred of it, and a 
= Reſolution againſt it; and conſequently whoſoever 
| does not forſake his Sins is not a true Penitent 
Thus far they are right. : 
But then on the other Side, 'tis very certain 
likewiſe, that a Man may be truly ſaid to forſake 
his Sins in the Goſpel Senſe of torſaking them, 
tho' yet in the mean time he be far from living 
without 
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E without Sin. Nay, he may obſerve ſeveral Irre- 
gularities in his Actions, and be ſo ſenſible of 
em as to make Reſolutions againſt them, and 
pray to God to preſerve him from them, yea, 
and conſtantly ſtrive to avoid em; and yet now 
and then throvgh Inadvertency, or Surprize, or a 


oreat Temptation, be overtaken with 'em, and 


all this while be in the true State of Repentance. 
I fay both theſe Points are certainly true. 


As for the firſt, That forſaking of Sin is ne- 


ceſlary to Repentance , there can be no doubt of 
it. The Scripture tell us, that he only that 
confeſſeth and forſaketh his Sins ſhall = prov. 
Ind mercy. And f they that are born of 18. 13. 

= God do not commit fin. And *.” thoſe ? © 
8 that are Chriſt's have crucified the Fleſh * Gal. 5. 
with the Affectious and the Luſts. And 24. 

to live in Sin, or under the Power of Sin, is eve- 
ry where by our Lord and his Apoſtles, repre- 
& ſented as a thing perfectly inconſiſtent with the 
being a Child of God. 


+ 1 John 


But on the other Hand ; That no Man ( how 


truly a Penitent ſoever he be) doth live with- 
out Sin, is a Point every whit as plain from the 
Scripture as the former. St. James tells us, cap. 3. 
8 That in many things we offend all: And St. Fohn, 


1 John 1. 8. If we ſay we have no Sin, we deceive 
our ſelves, and the Truth is not in us. And many 
other Paſſages there are to this Purpoſe. 

That therefore that makes the Difference be- 
tween a true Penitent and a pretended one, as to 
this Matter, muſt be the Nature, and Kind, and 

| B 4 Circum- 
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Circumſtances of Shs Sin that is left unmortify d, 
or that the Man ſtill lives under the Power of. 
There are ſome Sins that do conſiſt with a Re- 


pentant State, and ſome Sins that do not. There 
are likewiſe ſeveral Circumſtances of the ſame 


Sin, that may difference or vary the State. Tt 


may happen that the ſame Sin, which in one 


Man is a Weakneſs or an Jemorance „and ſo con- 
ſiſtent with the State of Repentance, will in ano- 
ther Man be a Sin of Preſumption, and incon- 
ſiſtent with it. Concerning theſe things therefore, 
a particular Enquiry is to be made, before Satis- 


faction can be given to thoſe that doubt of the 


Sincerity of their Repentance. | 
But firſt of all, before we come to ſpeak of 


Sins that are conſiſtent with a State of Repentance, 


and ſuch as are inconſiſtent with it ; it will be fit 


to ask thoſe Perſons, whoſe Caſe we are ſpeaking 


to, whether thoſe things which they are moſt apt 
to complain of, as Sins which they cannot over- 
come, but notwithſtanding their Reſolutions and 


Prayers, do often fall into em; whether, I ſay, 


they be really Sins at all? 

It is very certain, that many tender Conſcicn- 
ces { but uninſtructed) do often reflect on, and 
ſeverely call themſelves to Account for ſeveral 
things, which God will never impute to em as 
Sins. Thoſe that converſe with this Sort of Per- 
ſons, will frequently find that their greateſt Com- 


plaints of unmortify'dSins are made in ſuch Inſtan- 


ces as theſe: That they are out of Temper when 
they come to their Devotions: That they are 


troubled with many fooliſh and wandring 
Thovghts 


TS 
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Thoughts throughout their Religious Ex- 
erciſes. Tho' they endeavour to keep their 
Minds in a conſtant Senſe of God and good 
Things, and would always profitably employ their 
Thoughts; yet Abundance of vain Imaginations 
do croud into their Heads, and render their En- 
deavours ineffectual. That they are often weari- 
ed with the Length of their Spiritual Offices, 
and pray without Life and Vigor. And in a 
word, That they cannot govern their Minds, but 
in Spight of all their Reſolutions, Abundance of 
impertinent, and ſometimes undecent and ſinful 
Fancies do diſturb, and quite ſpoil their moſt ſe- 
rious Attempts to live a Religious Lite. 
But no if they would well conſider, they would 
be convinc'd that theſe kind of things are not ſo 
much their Sis, as their Imperfections. They are 
the neceſſary Reſults of the Union of their Souls 
with earthly Bodies, and therefore can by no means 
be called their Faults, ſo long as they do not wil- 
lingly give way to em, but ſtrive againſt em. 

A Man may every whit, with as much Reaſon, 


| accuſe himſelf of Sin, when he cannot attend his 


Worldly Buſineſs with the ſame Vigour and Appli- 
cation of Mind, that he doth at other times ; as he 
ought, when he does not pray and meditate upon 
Spiritual Things ſo v:gorouſly and intenſely as at 
{ome times he doth, ſuppoſing he endeavour it. 
The Truth is, neither of theſe Things is 4l- 


Pays in our Power, becauſe they depend altoge- 


ther upon the Temper of ourBodies, which we 
cannot oftentimes correct or alter: And what is 
not in a Man's Power, the not doing of it cannot 

be 
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be a Sin. There is this Eſſential to evey Sin, that 


there muſt be ſomething of the Vill in it. What- 25 
ever a Man doth, or whatever a Man omits, if | 
it be involuntary in him, if he cannot help it, 
it may be his Imperfection, but it is not his Sin. mY 
And this will extend farther than to thoſe Inſtan- ; 
ces that I have now nam'd. Even all the ſudden 5 
Motions and Inclinations that Men do often find 8 
ariſing in themſelves to that which is Evil, if PM. 
they be not conſented to, if they be not in the Te 
leaſt indulged and encouraged, but heartily 4 
jected and {trove againſt; theſe, even 2 5 will 8 
not prove Sins, but only Imperfections and In- x75 
felicities. Which, if it be true,, (as I ſee no 8 
Reaſon that any Man has to doubt of it) one * 
great Part of thoſe Things which che Religiouſly rk 
Melancholy are apt to complain of, are by this ag 
quite ſtruck off xs 
Well now, but as for theſe Things that are * 
really Sins in them, let us enquire how far they hs 


are conſiſtent or inconſiſtent with the State of ; 
Repentance. Now the Reſolution of this Enquiry | 215 
will depend upon the Anſwers to theſe Three f 


following Queſtions: 3 
Firſt of all, the general Queſtion is this; Do i h 

they ſeriouſly and impartially ſet themſelves a- * 

gainſt all Sins whatſoever? Do they harbour no 8 


Affection or Kindneſs for one Luſt more than a- 
nother, but uſe their hearty Endeavours to N 
mortify all, and to conform themſelves in al! ” 
things to the Laws of Jeſus Chriſt > If they can gy 
ſay this of themſelves, it is an evident Ar- 
 gument that their Repentance is true, tho they faid 
may 
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may labour under many Frailties and Corrupti- 
ons. 

The Inſincerity of a Man's Repentance is com- 
monly diſcovered by this, that he is more ſen- 
ſible of ſome kind of Sins than he is of others, 
and is accordingly partial in his Endeavours to 
mortify em. Thoſe Sins that are more conducing, 
to his Intereſt, or to which he has more ſtrong 
Temptations from his Temper and Inclination, 
or from his Company or Circumſtances of 
Living; theſe he has not the ſame Averſion to, 
nor takes that Pains to avoid, that he has and does 
| with Reſpect to others, that do not recommend 
| themſelves to him upon thoſe Accounts. This 
now 1s an undeniable Proof that the Man doth 
| not hate Sin m. ny tor its felt, or purely becauſe 
it is diſpleaiins to God, but becauſe it is not ſo 
| pleaſing or profitable to himſelf. He hath not 
the Temptations to that Sin, that he hath to o- 
thers; and therefore he takes Care not to be guil- 
ty of it. But where a Man can ſatisfy his own 
| Mind, that he doth impartially lay out his En- 
deavour, for the ſubduing and deſtroying in him- 
ſelf, every thing that God hath declared againſt 
| in his Holy Goſpel ; and ſpares no evil Affection, 
| how dear or how advantageous ſoever it may be 
to him in this World; but fights and ſtrives as well 
againſt thoſe Corruptions that are rooted in his 
Nature, and ſerve his Worldly Ends, as thoſe 
| that he hath no ſuch great Temptations to: Such 
| a Man hath the undoubted Marks of a ſincere 
| Penitent, and may, in the Goſpel Senſe, be truly 
aid to have forſaken his Sins, and to keep God's 
Com- 
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Commandments, notwithſtanding the many 
Slips and Failures that he may be even daily 
guilty of. But to come more particularly to the 
Point: 

The Second Queſtion to be asked is this: What 
Kind of Sins are thoſe that theſe Perſons complain 
they have not overcome, but notwithſtanding 
their Prayers and Reſolutions they are often guil- 
ty of them? Are they ſuch as may be call'd Pre- 
ſumptuous Sins, or ſuch as may be only call'd In. 
firmities and Frailtiess Are they ſuch as cannot 
be committed without Deliberation, and full 


Choice and Conſent of the Will; or ſuch as they 


may be ſurprized into thro Tnadvertency, or ſud- 
den Temptations? If they be of the former Sort, 
that is to ſay, wilful, deliberate Sins, it is certain 
they cannot ſtand with the State of Repentance. 
Either the Man that is guilty of them was not a 
good Man, oy ceaſed to be ſo upon his committing 
TNEmM: 7 

Of this Kind are Murder, Adultery, Blaſphemy, 
Perjury, Slander, Extortion, Cheating, Defrauding, 
and the like. Theſe Sins, and ſuch like, are in 
themſelves ſo very foul, and require ſo full a Con- 
ſent of the Will to be guilty of em, (for let Men 
talk what they pleaſe, no Man was ever guilty of 
ſuch Crimes as theſe, but he either had no Senſe 
of Religion at all; or if he had, he deliberately 
abandoned himſelf to Vice and Wickedneſs ) that 
it cannot be conceiv'd, how one ſingle Act of em 


can be reconcileable with the State of Repentance: 


Either the Man was not a true Penitent when he 
tell into them, or he ceaſes to be ſo upon the 
committing of them. But 
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endeayour to mortify them in our ſelves, as much 
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But Third! ly, As there are ſome ſingle As of 
Sin, which are inconſiſtent with the State of Re- 
ntance, namely, wilful, preſumpruons Sins; ſo 
ikewiſe is every Habit of Sin inconſiſtent with 
it; I mea every Habit of known, open Sin. 
And therefore theſe Perſons are in the | Place 
to be asked, Whether the Sins they 2. not yet 
conquered be of that Nature or no? 
If the Sins they complain of, conſiſt in Actions 
known to be againſt the Laws of God, and the 


cuſtomarily continue in them, I dare not ſay that 


they are yet in the State of Repentance. For 


tho perhaps every particular Act of ſuch Sins 


that they are guilty of, may not be attended with 
thoſe aggravating Circumſtances, as to make it 

amount to one of thoſe wilful, preſumptuous Sins 
T before ſpoke of; yet if the Sins be habitual and 
cuſtomary, they will, I am afraid, fall under that 


Denomination. }, _ 
But then theſe Perſoris are to be careful, that 


they do not miſtake that for a known, open Sin, 


which really is not ſo : Or a Habit of kriown Sin, 
fer that which is not a Habit. I ſhall repreſent the 
Difference in theſe Three following Particulars : 
Firſt of all, When we ſpeak of known, open 
Sins, we mean ſuch Sins as a Man 1s guilty of in 
his Ations. And therefore we make a Diſtincti- 
on between the Inward Irregularities of the Mind; 


which conſiſt in unlawful Deſires or diſorderly _ 
Paſſions; and between the Outward Actions. 


Tho' the former be truly ſinful, if in the leaſt 
conſented to; nay, and we ought ſeriouſly to 


28 


SL ET P E Þ a 5 = l * 8 
n 
N 1 CRIT ITY > 8 


18 A Sermon preach d before 


— 2 
n 


as we can: Vet if thro' the Man's conſcientious 
Care to ſuppreſs them, they do not proceed to 


Overt As, they are not ſuch e open Sins 


as we lere peak of. 


Thus for Inſtance: A Man that is raſhly and 


intemperately 19. upon any Occaſion, this very 
Paſſion is a Sin in him, and he ought to ask God 
Forg:venels for it: But fo long as ts doth ſo ſtifle 
this Paſſion, and that out of a Senſe of Religion, 
as not to fuffer it to break out into Unchriſtian 
Railings and Revilings ; nor is he tranſported 
thereby to do any Action in Purfuance of it, 


that the Laws of Jeſus Chriſt have forbid: I fay, 
the Sins of his 


this Man, notwithſtanding 
Thoughts, may yet be ſaid to be free from thoſe 
known, open Sins, which if they be Habitual are 
inconſiſtent with Vircue. 

Bu on the other Hand, where we ſee a Perſon 
to have no Government of his Paſſion, but upon 
every ſlight Occaſion to break out into violent 
Rage, and in that Rage to ſay and do all thoſe 
provoking things that his preſent Fury can ſuggeſt 
to him : Here is now a Man that 1s not only 
guilty of a known Sin, but it hath ſo much Do- 
minion over him, that he may be ſaid to live in 
it; and conſequently he is not yet in the State of 
Repentance. 

I inſtance in this Particular of Wrath and Ar- 

er, both becauſe it is a Sin that ſo ordinarily 
ee in the Courſe of our Lives; and becauſe 
that even the very worſt Expreſſions of it, are 
generally accounted but our Weakneſſes and Infir- 


mities. Whereas certainly they are downright 
Works 
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— Þ Works of the Fleſh;known Sins againſt the Law of PE. 
ous God and ſuch, as if they be continu'd in, if 
to Þ they be habitual, are deſtructive of Salvation. 


| Secondly, In Order to the giving an Account of 
 Þ known, open Sins, as we muſt diſtinguiſh be- 
| tween the Sins of the Thoughts, and the Sins of 
the Adzons : So hkewiſe as to the Sins of our 
Actions, we mult further diſtinguiſh between thoſe 
| of em that conſiſt in Omiſſion, or not doing the 
things that the Law of God hath commanded 
us; and thoſe that conſiſt in Commiſſion, or doing 
ſuch things as the Law of God hath forbidden us. 
Now it 1s this latter Sort of Sins we here ſpeak 
of, and of which we ſay, if they be habitual they 
cannot conſiſt with the State of Repentance. 

As for Sins of Omiſſion, very good Men may be 
| guilty of em; nay, and in many Inſtances, and 
that habitually too. Nay, perhaps I may ſay the 
| belt Men cannot clear themſelves, as to this 

Sort of Sins; for TI believe all Men fall ſhort of - 
doing that good they are bound to do. 

But as for Sins of Commiſſion, the Thing 1s 
otherwiſe; Good Men do uſually avoid them, 

but to be ſure they do not make a Trade or Cu- 
in ſtom of them; or if they do, I doubt they are 
ft not good Men or fincere Penitents. For I take 

it, Whoever in his Converſation or Actions, ordi- 
- | narily or cuſtomarily, practiſeth any thing that is 
ly Þ expreſly forbidden by the Laws of God; ſuch an 
ſe one cannot be ſaid to have mortify'd the Deeds of 
re the Body, and to have put off the IWVorks of the Fleſh; 
r- which yet in the New Teſtament is every where 
C 2 made 
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made the Character of one that is in the Rege- 
nerate, Penitent State. 


To give an Inſtance of this: The Sin of Swear- 


ing in our Converſation, or the Sin of Hing, or 
the Sin of Filthy and Laſcivious Talking, (I in- 
ſtance in theſe Sins, becauſe ſome People may 


Took upon 'em to be very light and inconſiderable, 


as not having in them that Miſchief and Malig- 
nity, which 1s diſcoverable in other Crimes ; yet 
I ſay ) theſe Sins being ſo expreſly forbid by the 
Laws of our Lord Jefus Chriſt ; and being like- 


wiſe Sins in the Outward Actions, and conſe- 
quently certainly in our Power to avoid 'em, ſo 


that we cannot plead either Ignorance or Infirmi- 
ty for them: I ſay, whoſoever lives in the Pra- 
ctice of theſe Sins, cannot reaſonably be thought 
to be in the State of Repentance, becauſe he can- 
not be preſum'd to make any Conſcience of tranſ- 
greſſing the expreſs Laws of our Saviour. 
Well, but are not Sins of Omiſſon alſo Tranſ- 
greſſions againſt the Laws of God? I anſwer, they 
muſt be ſo it they be Sins. But then there is this 
Difference, that in the Duties which God has 
commanded us to do, we are often left in ſuch a 
Latitude as to Time, and Place, and Manner, and 
other Circumſtances; that no Man can ſay, you 
are bound to do ſuch an Action juſt at ſuch a Time, 
and in ſuch a Manner, otherwiſe you fin againſt 
God. So that if a Man through Miſtake or In- 
advertency, do omit an Action that he ought to 
have done; why in that Caſe, when he comes to 
ſee his Miſtake, or find his Careleſsneſs, he will 
_ by 


EO 
8 
n 
#749 * 
_ 


20 A Sermon preach'd before - 


the Queen on Aſhwedneſday. 2 1 


be ſorry for it, and ask Pardon of God for his 
Omiſſion of the Duty: But yet this Omiſſion will 
amount to no more than a Sin of Weakneſs or In- 
firmity; which we have faid all along, is very 
conſiſtent with the State of a good Man. 1 

But now where God hath forbid any Action to 
be done, the Caſe is quite different. For in that 
Caſe every body knows, that that Action is at all 
Times, and in all Places, and in all Circumſtan- 
ces, unlawful to be done by him: So that no body 


needs to be put to deliberate whether he ſhould do 


it or no, for every body knows he ought not to 


| doit. And if after this a Man will venture to do 
| fuch an Action, which he knows to be thus for- 


bidden. by God; ſure he contracts a greater Guilt 


than he would do, by the Omiſſion of a Duty, as 
to the timing of Which no Law of God had de- 
termin'd him. 


But now, notwithſtanding this Difference T make 


| between Sins of Omiſſion, and Sins of Commiſſion, 
I muſt yet own, that there may be ſuch Inſtances, 


and ſuch Degrees of Sins of Omiſſion, as, if Care be 


not taken that they be amended, will prove as fa- 


tal to the Man that is guilty of em, as if he lived 
in a Courſe of open, known Sins of Commiſſion. 
As for Example; What ſhall we fay of a Man 
that never joins in the Publick Worſhip of God , 
or that never receives the Sacrament, or that ne- 
ver ſays his Prayers, or confeſſeth his Sins, or u-, 
ſeth any Devotion either in his Family or in his 
Cloſet 2 Or laſtly, What ſhall we ſay of a Man 
that is bleſs'd with plentiful Circumſtances in this 
World, and yet gives little or nothing away in 
Cha- 
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Charity 2 Why, all theſe are but Omiſſions of our 
Duty, but yet they are ſuch Omiſſions, as who- 
ever continues in em, is never like to go to Hea- 
ven. Nay , how damnable this laſt Omiſſion I 
nam'd, is, you may ſee in the 25th Chap. of St; 
Matth. where ourSaviour paſſeth the Sentence of 
Condemnation on the Goats on his Left Hand, for 
no other Reaſon, but purely for the not exerciſing 
Works of Charity towards their Brethren, accord- 
ing to their Abilities and Opportunities, 

But now ſuch Sort of Omiſſions as theſe, are 
quite out of the Cafe J am ſpeaking to. For I 
have here to do with Perſons that have really a 
hearty Senſe of Religion upon their minds ; 
and therefore to be ſure can never be guilty of 
ſuch groſs, wilful, criminal Omiſſions, as J have 
now mentioned. And that which they deſire to be 
fatisfy'd in, is not how far they may neglect their 
Duty ; but after they have done all they can to- 
wards the Performance of it, whether they have 
yet ſo forſaken their Sins, as to be in a ſtate of 
Repentance 2 Now as to that, I fay, ſo long as 
they do not live in known Sins of Commiſſion, 
the Omiſſions they may be frequently guilty of, 
will not, J hope, hinder them from being true 
Penitents, and in a State of Salvation. 

But, Zhirdly and Laſtly, Beſides what we 
have ſaid about known, open Sins, we muſt alſo, 
in order to the Reſolution of the Queſtion be- 
fore us, conſider another Thing, and that is, 
Whether they be Habitual or no? And for the 


finding of that, we muſt have Regard to the 


Frequency or Infrequency of em. Every Act * 
oes 
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does not make a Habit; and a known Sin 
may be more than once committed, and yet not 
be cuſtomary. 

If a Man do ſincerely endeavour to mortify; 
or to forſake his known, open Sins, tho he does 
not leave them at once, and for altogether ; 
yet if he gains Ground of them, and commits them 
ſeldomer and ſeldomer : Even ſuch a Man may 
be ſaid to have enter d into the State of Repen- 
tance. And tho he has not attain'd to Thar 
Strength and Perfection which the Goſpel pro- 
poſes, and which if he continue his Endeavours, 
there is no doubt but he will arrive to; yet in 
the mean time he's in a very good way. And if 
he ſhould dye before his Work be accompliſhed, 
yet having the true 5-eds and Principles of Rege- 
neration or Repentance in him, I ſhould not 
doubt but God will accept him as a ſincere Pent- - 
tent, and receive him to his Mercy. Theſe are 
the Things that T had to repreſent in Order to 
the anſwering this Queſtion, What ſort of forſaking 
of Sins is neceſſary to true Repentance ; and which 


every Man is to examine himſelf about, if he 


would upon goodGrounds fatisfy himſelf, whether 
the Sins he is guilty of in the Courſe of his Life 
be conſiſtent with it or no. 

The Sum of all that J have ſaid upon this Head 
is this: Tf a Man upon ſuch an Examination can fatil- 
ty himſelf, as to theſe followingParticulars; namely, 

Firlt, That he doth in the Courſe of his Life, 


ſincerely apply his Mind and Endeavours, te 


mortify every evil Affection and to live in an uni- 
form Obedience to all God's Commandments. 


And, 
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And, Secondly, That the Sins he is guilty of 
are not grols, wilful, deliberate Crimes; but ra- 
ther the Effects of Inconſideration, or Surprize 
or a ſudden Temptation. 

And, Thirdly, That they do more conſiſt in 
the Irregularities of the Deſires, and Appetites, 
and Paſſions of his Mind, than in the cuſtomary 
Gratification of thoſe Appetites and Paſſions | in 
his Actions. 

And, Fourthly, That they are moſily Matters 
of Omiſſi jon of his Duty, and not ſo much ex- 
preſs'd in Inſtances forbidden by God's Laws. 
And Zaftly, That of that Nature ſoever they 
be, tho' he 5 not actua lly ſubdu'd them, and 
got the Victory over then, yet he gains ground 
upon them, and doth not ſo frequently repeat 
them, and when he doth, it is in ſmallar In- 
ſtances, and upon greater Ternptations, and with 
leſs Interruptions of his Religious Courſe: " 
I ſay whoſoever can fatisfy himſelf, that the 
Sins he is moſt frequently 1 7 of in the Courſe 
of his Life, are of this Nature, an fall under theſe 
Circumſtances - ſuch a Perfon needs not in the 
leaſt doubt, but that for all then he is in the 
State of Repentance £ ge ſhall fin d Mercy with 
hls Heavenly Father. N 
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C004 Almighty Kant. oY us all tru? | Repentance, 
and his Holy Spirit, that the rej,* of our Life 
Hhereafter may be pure and holy, ſo that at the 

laſt we may come to his Eternal F oy, through 
©; Fon Chriſt our Lord: To whom, 8 &. 


